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then inclined to find him tedious: the German,
sedition sufficiently made up for it; and the speech
of Germanicus, by which he reclaims his soldiers, is
quite masterly. Your New Dunciad I hare no con-
ception of. I shall be too late for our dinner if I
write any more.
Yours.
Gray replies: "You are the first who ever made a
Mime of a Cough; to me it seems a much more easy task
to versify in one's sleep (that indeed you were of old
famous for)1 than for want of it....These wicked remains
of your illness will sure give way to warm weather and
gentle exercise; which I hope you will not omit as the
season advances....! talked of the Dunciad as concluding
you had seen it; if you have not, do,you choose I should
get and send it to you?"...He has been reading cJoseph
Andrews' upon West's invitation. (The incidents are ill-
laid and without invention' but 'the characters have a
great deal of nature. Parson Adams is perfectly well; so
1 'This is, I believe, founded in truth; for I remember
some who were of the same house mentioning that he often
composed in his dormant state, and that he wrote down in the
morning what he had conceived in the night. He was, like
mh friend, quite faultless in respect to morals and behaviour,
and, like many great geniuses, often very eccentric and absent.
One of his friends, who partook of the same room, told me,
that West, when at night composing, would come in a thought-
fill mood to him at "his table, and carefully snuff his candle,
and then return quite satisfied to his own dim taper, which he
left unrepaired.' Bryant (letter of reminiscences in Mitford's
2nd life of Gray).

